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Application/Control Number: 09/963,983 
Art Unit: 1772 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to app.icant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Stephen R. Chapman (Reg. No. 45,468) on 1 1 February 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
in thfi S pecification 

Page 1 , line 9, after "2000", the phrase - now abandoned-has been inserted. 
Remarks 

The current status of applicants' priority document has been added to the 
specification. 

EXAMINER'S COMMENT 

3. All of the prior art rejections set out in the 13 August 2003 office action (Paper 
No. 7/20030813) have been rendered moot by the cancellation of all rejected claims via 

Applicants' 17 November 2003 response. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

5. The now-pending base claims are: claims 39, 41, 45-46, 121, 131-132, 135-136, 
145-146, 152-154, 157, 160-162 and 167. 
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6. The base claims recite methods including a series of steps used to prepare 
shapeable materials and to make solid articles therefrom. 

7. No applicable prior art has been found that teaches or suggests methods having 
all of the features recited in the base claims of this application. 

8. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to the Examiner, 
Sandra M. Nolan, whose telephone number is 571/272-1495. The Examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday through Thursday, from 6:30 am to 4:00 pm, Eastern 
Time. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, her supervisor, 
Harold Pyon, can be reached at 571/272-1498. The general fax number for the art unit 
is 703/872-9306. 
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